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Introduction 
Contextualising Your Practice allows you to build on your historical and theoretical understanding of fashion 

through a research-led extended essay. You will identify a topic, related to your field of practice that you will 

investigate through an independent research project, underpinned with cultural and critical theory. It is an 

opportunity for you to undertake a substantial piece of structured research that examines fashion practice 

in context and it will build on the critical debates and concerns raised through your course.   

 

 

Assessment and Project Brief 
 

A 4,500 word extended essay presented in academic format, including bibliography and references. 

 

 

Please refer to the Contextualising Your Practice Guidelines for specific guidance on the required 

content, structure, formatting and presentation for the extended essay.  

https://mytimetable.arts.ac.uk/calendar2/LdapLogin


2 
 

 

Please note there is a required presentation style for CHS essays: 

 

 

• Essays should be presented on white/cream background, using a formal font (suggestions: Arial, 

Helvetica, Times New Roman; font size 11 or 12); 

 

• Lines must be double-spaced; 

 

• Include page numbers on your essay; 

 

• Ensure your front page clearly states a) your name and student ID number; b) your degree and 

year of study; c) the title of the unit and the name of the tutor; 

 

• You should include the following statement on your work: 

 

“I, your name, certify that this is an original piece of work. I have acknowledged all sources and citations. 

No section of this essay has been plagiarised.” 

 

  

• Acknowledgements: include any acknowledgements you need to make (see the CYP Guidelines for 

guidance). 

 

 

 

Online submission: Turnitin (Feedback Studio) UK 

You are required to submit your submission online via Turnitin (Feedback Studio). The submission 

point is located in the Contextualising Your Practice Moodle Page in the section for the unit you 

are submitting to. Be careful to ensure that you are submitting to the correct submission point. 

Your file can be submitted as a Word (.doc/.docx) or PDF (.pdf) file no larger than 100mb. 

 

You are advised to use Turnitin to support your writing process. You can submit your work to the 

Turnitin practise area and check your similarity report.  This will allow you to make any 

amendments to your work before you submit your final piece of work by the deadline. 
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Assessment Methods 

This unit is assessed holistically (100% of the unit). 

•  An extended essay (4,500 words) 

Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria 
Upon successful completion of this unit you will be able to [demonstrate]: 

1. a clearly identified and focused research topic and related questions (knowledge); 
2. the identification and evaluation of relevant academic literature (enquiry); 
3. the collection of primary and/or secondary data and reflection on research method/s (process) 
4. the application of appropriate cultural and historical theory in the analysis of debates and issues 

within your field of practice (enquiry); 
5. the presentation of a well-researched, cogent and sustained argument following the conventions of 

academic writing (communication); 

Assessment will be against the specified assessment criteria. 

 

The assessment website provides an overview of assessment regulations for your course. 

 

 

Unit and Assessment Costs 
The college provides a broad range of resources to support your studies and help you to produce 

work for assessment.  

However, you may have to pay additional costs. Depending on personal choice, these could 

include: 

 Consumable stationery including reporters notebooks, folders, pens and pencils;  

 Printing costs for research folder material;  

 For research, you may choose to attend events that carry a cost of entry or to purchase 

products that bear a cost. 

You can discuss your choices and likely costs with your unit leader before starting your work. 

 

Please note that work presented for assessment will be evaluated against unit learning outcomes 

using UAL’s assessment criteria. 

Grades are not based on the amount of money you spend on your assessment.  

 

 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/academic-regulations/course-regulations/assessment
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Scheme of Work 

 

 

Date, Session Topic and Learning Activity Self-Directed Study Activities 

Week 1: Mon 19th Oct 2020 

 

Group Tutorial Webinar: Briefing 
 
Meet your tutor and tutorial group 
 
Introduction to resources on moodle 
 
UHB – Scheme of work 
 
CYP Guidelines 
 
Tutorials 
 
Library and Academic support 
 
How to develop your essay proposal 

 

 

 Familiarise yourself with the 
resources on moodle 

 

 Read the CYP guidelines  

 

 Watch the library video on 
sourcing academic texts 
online 

 

 Work on your essay 
proposal ready to complete 
in the week 2 session 

Week 2: Mon 26th Oct 2020 

 

Group Tutorial Webinar: Finalising your 
proposal  

 
Bring your essay proposal to the session 
 
Work on research questions 
 
Discuss Primary research 
 
Introduction to research methods toolkits  

 

 

 

 Check tutorial timetable and 
note dates 

 

 Prepare for your first tutorial 

You will need to bring: 

 Completed essay proposal 

 2 or 3 images relevant to 
your essay topic 

 Some images of your 
practice work 
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Week 3: Mon 2nd Nov 2020 

OR  

Week 4: Mon 9th Nov 2020 

 

Tutorial 1: Essay Plan Proposal 

 
Bring your completed essay plan proposal to 
agree with your tutor 
 
Bring some images relevant to your topic and 
to your practice work to discuss with your 
tutor 
 
You will review your previous academic 
writing and discuss strengths and areas for 
improvement  
  
You will agree 2 or 3 key academic texts to 
begin reading 
 
You will begin to plan your research enquiry  

 

 

 
 Develop your reading list 

and independently source 
academic literature from the 
library  
 

 Begin reading, note taking 
and researching 
  

 Look at the research 
methods toolkits on moodle 
in preparation for the 
Methods of enquiry lectures 
in week 4 
 

Week 4: w/c Mon 9th Nov  

 

2 Methods of enquiry lectures 

 
(*You need to watch both lectures as they 
discuss different research methods. There 
will be an option to log in to view the live 
stream and lectures will be recorded and 
available via moodle) 
 
We will outline different methods of collecting 
and interpreting primary sources. There will 
be practical advice on how to plan and carry 
out your primary research. You will see 
examples of how these methods have been 
used in the past.  
 

 

 

 

 Check your emails for 
announcements of day and 
time of lectures and how to 
log into the live stream and 
view the recording 
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Week 5: Mon 16th Nov 2020 

OR  

Week 6: Mon 23rd Nov 2020 

 

Tutorial 2: Primary and Secondary 
Research 

 
You will work with your tutor to develop your 
research methodology  
 
You will finalise primary sources 
 
You will discuss appropriate methods for 
collecting evidence from your primary sources 
and how to plan and manage your primary 
research 
 
You will develop your academic reading list 
with guidance from your tutor  
  

 

 

 

 Finalise your specific 
primary sources 
 

 Consider how you will 
collect and evidence your 
primary research  
 

 Use the research methods 
toolkits on moodle for 
further guidance 

 

 Continue independently 
sourcing academic texts, 
reading, note taking and 
researching  

 

Week 7: Mon 30th Nov 2020 

OR 

Week 8: Mon 7th Dec 2020 

 

Tutorial 3: Evidence of Reading and 
Primary Research 

 
You will bring evidence of your academic 
reading and note taking and the primary 
research you have collected 
 
With guidance from your tutor, you will 
develop a theoretical framework from your 
reading (a set of theoretical concepts and 
ideas that you will use to help you interpret 
and analyse your primary research) 
 
Discuss a plan for the structure of your essay 
and agree which sections of writing you will 
draft over the Xmas break 

 

 

 

 

 Continue reading, note 
taking and researching  
 

 Continue collecting primary 
source data 
 

 Begin interpreting the 
evidence from your primary 
source data using your 
theoretical framework 
 

 Write an initial plan for the 
structure of your essay  
 
 



7 
 

Week 9: Mon 14th Dec 2020 

 

Group Tutorial Webinar: Preparing for 
writing your Essay  

 
Structuring your essay 
 
How to begin writing your essay 
 
Referencing and formatting your essay 
 
Appendices, consent forms and 
acknowledgements 
 
Examples of previous CYP essays 

 

 

 Look at examples of 
previous CYP essays 

 

 Look at the guides on 
moodle on referencing 

 

 Draft your bibliography in 
Harvard style 

 

 Begin drafting sections of 
your essay 

 

 Do you need any more 
academic texts? 

 
 

 
 
 
 

WINTER BREAK 
 

 

 Use this break to draft as 
much of your essay as 
you can 

 

 Re-read the CYP 
Guidelines and unit 
handbook carefully for 
guidance on required 
content, structure, format 
and presentation 
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Week 10: Mon 11th Jan 2021 

OR  

Week 11: Mon 18th Jan 2021 

 

Tutorial 4: Feedback on written ESSAY 
DRAFTS and analysis 
 
You will bring drafted sections of writing for 
feedback from your tutor during the tutorial 
 
You will discuss your analysis: How have you 
evidenced your primary research within the 
discussion? How have you applied theoretical 
concepts and ideas to help you interpret the 
information you collected through your 
primary research? What are your findings? 
 

Have you clearly referenced all information to 
the sources in your bibliography? 

 

 

 Continue writing up your 
essay 

Week 12: Mon 25th Jan 2021 

 

Group tutorial Webinar: Final questions 
before submission 

 

You will discuss in your tutor groups final 
questions before submission 

 

 

 Complete your essay 
 

 Give your essay a final edit 
and snappy title 
  

 Check your work carefully 
for spelling and grammar 

 

 Ensure that you have 
included all necessary 
information, 
acknowledgements and 
appendices with your essay 

 

Week 13: Mon 1st Feb 2021 

 

Contextualising Your Practice essay Hand 
in deadline: 

 

MONDAY 1st FEBRUARY 2021 

 

 

 

Submit your essay 

  

The scheme of work is intended only as an outline of topics to be covered and is 
not a definitive list of what will be included in individual sessions. 
 
From time to time alterations may be made to the scheme of work to take account 
of students’ progress and unforeseen events or opportunities. If so, you will be 
informed in advance where possible, but please check Moodle daily.  
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Schedule of Key Dates 
 

Briefing      19 October 2020 

Summative assessment    1 February 2021 

Adjusted assessment    15 February 2021 

Publication of assessment feedback  1 March 2021 

Publication of Exam Board results        25 March 2021 

 

End of year Exam Board    1 July 2021 

 

You must check your student portal under myAssessments for the Exam Board results. 

 

 

Fair Assessment 
The University has robust processes in place to make sure that assessment is fair for all students 

and you can find out more on the Fair Assessment webpage. 

As part of its approach to fair assessment the University has an Anonymous Marking Policy. This 

means that for some assignments the marker will not know the name of the student whose work 

they are marking.  

This assessment will not be marked anonymously because anonymous marking systems are not 

currently available for units taken by students from multiple courses and because tutors may gain 

familiarity with students’ work in the process of formative assessment and informal feedback. 

However, internal moderation and all other elements of the assessment process will remain in 

place for this assignment to make sure the assessment is fair, accurate and consistent for all 

students. 

  

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/academic-regulations/course-regulations/assessment/fair-assessment
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Summative Assessment Submission Details 
 

Date    1 February 2021 

Time    By 15.00 UK time 

Location  Submission online via Turnitin (Feedback Studio) located in the Moodle 

 Contextualising Your Practice Moodle page 

 
Adjusted Assessment deadline if your Individual Student Agreement (ISA) includes additional time 

for assessments: 

Date    15 February 2021 

Time    By 15.00 UK time 

Location  Submission online via Turnitin (Feedback Studio) located in the Moodle 

 Contextualising Your Practice Moodle page 

 

 

Digital Submission 
This assessment will be submitted via an online submission platform called Turnitin (Feedback 

Studio) UK. As part of the submission process, the University will utilise Turnitin (Feedback Studio) 

UK to check the authenticity and originality of your work. 

 
 The LCF Digital Learning site includes step-by-step guides to uploading assignments to Turnitin 
(Feedback Studio) and Moodle. 
 
 
If you are experiencing technical difficulties uploading your assignment, please contact the e-
Learning support team dlsupport@arts.ac.uk.  
 

If you have any other queries relating to your submission please contact the CHS admin team 

chssubmission@fashion.arts.ac.uk for help. 

Please note: These services are only available during office hours 

 

Submission information: 
Please note the following: 

1. Ensure your work clearly states: 

 Your name and student ID number; 

Your degree and year of study; 

The title of the unit; 

The name of the tutor. 

2. Do not hand your work in before the hand-in time, unless your Course Leader has 

previously agreed to this; 

3. Submit your work personally. This is to ensure that it is delivered on time and to the right 

location; 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felearningatlcf.myblog.arts.ac.uk%2Fstudent-guides%2Fonline-submission-guides-for-students%2Fsubmission-help%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cc.lomas%40fashion.arts.ac.uk%7Cef2428d51c7b406cc48f08d7b9f9b51f%7C8c6429c4167f477bb8cb77ee82758d11%7C0%7C0%7C637182354438840487&sdata=e28wmedoeQbIFMPAS%2FuhYiiGnwV%2F6IRQ257QSMLgxbw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felearningatlcf.myblog.arts.ac.uk%2Fstudent-guides%2Fonline-submission-guides-for-students%2Fsubmission-help%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cc.lomas%40fashion.arts.ac.uk%7Cef2428d51c7b406cc48f08d7b9f9b51f%7C8c6429c4167f477bb8cb77ee82758d11%7C0%7C0%7C637182354438840487&sdata=e28wmedoeQbIFMPAS%2FuhYiiGnwV%2F6IRQ257QSMLgxbw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:dlsupport@arts.ac.uk
mailto:chssubmission@fashion.arts.ac.uk
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4. Once you have submitted your work, you will not be able to access it again until after it has 

been assessed; 

5. You must keep an electronic copy of all written and digital work; 

6. Ensure you obtain a receipt upon submission (email or hard copy) and that you keep this 

receipt.  
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Research 
Independent research, both primary and secondary, is at the heart of the extended essay process. 

There is a reading list below that indicates texts that will guide you through the issues of reflexive 

methodology. Identifying the appropriate academic literature for your chosen specific extended 

essay topic is an essential part of writing an extended essay and will be discussed in tutorials. 

Your course librarian can also help you with sourcing texts.  

Library i-Page: http://www.arts.ac.uk/library.htm 

READING AND RESOURCE LIST  
  
ESSENTIAL READING  
This will be negotiated with your tutor in relation to your chosen extended essay subject.   
  
FURTHER READING AND RESOURCES 
 
Useful general overviews to relevant methodologies include:  
   
Abrams, L. (2016) Oral History Theory [2nd Edition], London: Routledge. 

Banks, M. & Zeitlyn, D. (2015) Visual Methods in Social Research. 2nd Ed. London: Sage. 

Brinkmann, S. & Kvale, S. (2014) InterViews: Learning the Craft of Qualitative Research 

Interviewing. London: Sage 

Chambers, D. et al (2004) The Practice of Cultural Studies. London: Sage 

Ellis, C. & Bochner A. (2016) Evocative Autoethnography: Writing Lives and Telling Stories. 

London: Routledge 

Gray, C. and Malins, J. (2016). Visualizing Research. London: Routledge. 

Jenss, H. and Breward, C. (2016) Fashion Studies: Research Methods, Sites and Practices. 

London: Bloomsbury. 

Bloomsbury. Kawamura, Y. (2011) Doing Research in Fashion and Dress. London: Berg  

Krueger, R.A. and Casey, M.A. (2009) Focus Groups. London: Sage. 

Mannay, D. (2016) Visual, Narrative and Creative Research Methods. London: Routledge 

Mida, I., & Kim, A., (2015) The Dress Detective: A Practical Guide to Object Based Research in 

Fashion London: Bloomsbury 

Moore, N. et al. (2016) The Archive Project: Archival Research in the Social Sciences. London & 

New York: Routledge.  

Prown, J. (1994) ‘Mind in Matter: An introduction to material culture theory and method’ in Pearce, 

S. M. (Ed) Interpreting Objects and Collections. London: Routledge, Pp.133-138. 

Pink, S. (2013) Doing Visual Ethnography: Images, Media and Representation in Research. Los 

Angeles: Sage. 

Pink, S. (2015) Doing Sensory Ethnography. 2nd ed. London: Sage 

Pink, S. et al. (2016) Digital ethnography: Principles and Practice. London: Sage 

http://www.arts.ac.uk/library.htm
http://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/library-services/collections-and-archives/london-college-of-fashion/#EMAP_Archive
http://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/library-services/collections-and-archives/london-college-of-fashion/#materials
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Rose, G. (2016) Visual Methodologies: An Introduction to Researching with Visual Materials. 4th 

ed. London: Sage 

 

Useful reading on theoretical and critical approaches include:  

Bartlett, D. (ed) Fashion and Politics, Yale University Press: London. 
 
Black, S. Et al (eds) (2013) The Handbook of Fashion Studies. London: Bloomsbury 

Rocamora, A and Smelik, A. (eds) (2015) Thinking Through Fashion: A Guide to Key Theorists. 

London: I.B. Tauris 

 

 

Further reading will be negotiated with your tutor. 

If you would prefer to listen to, rather than read the academic texts , you can use Sensus Access 
to convert the documents into audio files or audiobooks. To do this, download the document to 
your computer desktop, click on the link above and follow the instructions. The audio file or 
audiobook will then be delivered to your UAL email account.  
Click http://www.sensusaccess.com/ link to open resource. 

 

Archives 

All UAL collections are accessible by pre-arranged booking via the Archive Centre unless otherwise 

stated. 

EMAP Archive Materials 

 

Also, as directed by your tutor to reflect your area of research. 

 
 
 

 

Glossary of Terms 
 

Primary Research: The collection and analysis of original, first-hand sources. These could be 
images, films, photographs, interviews, observations, exhibitions, archives, newspaper articles, 
brands, etc.   
  
Secondary Research: Currently existing knowledge on the subject and related themes. 
Secondary sources include academic books and journals.   
  
Research Methodology: The systematic and organised approach you use to gather and make 
sense of primary sources. See Contextualising Your Practice Guidelines for more information.  
 

http://www.arts.ac.uk/assessment/markingcriteria/index.html
https://academicsupportonline.arts.ac.uk/resources/research-and-library-skills
https://www.sensusaccess.com/
http://www.sensusaccess.com/
http://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/library-services/collections-and-archives/archives-and-special-collections-centre/
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Important Information 
 

LCF Academic Support 

The academic support programme at LCF is designed to meet the needs of all students from all 

levels and disciplines. Our emphasis is on enhancement of learning to assist students in achieving 

their full potential, to help improve their self-esteem and employability. Developing skills is a 

gradual process and does not happen overnight. It is an individual process that you build on, as 

you progress through your course. If you need help to start your first assignment or want tips on 

reading and notetaking, then we can help. In addition to this, our dedicated team can also support 

you with presentations, time management, referencing, avoiding plagiarism and much more.  

UAL Academic Support Online: UAL Academic Support Online (ASO)  
Email: studysupport@fashion.arts.ac.uk  
Please note: In the Autumn term, all academic support will be delivered online.  
 

Referencing 

UAL Assessment and Quality advises that the Harvard Referencing Style on the Cite Them Right 

Online website is used for all taught courses. 

Cite Them Right Online is a referencing resource. It will help you to cite and reference just about 

any source and avoid plagiarism. The site also allows you to create your own references by 

copying the layout illustrated; you can then email the example to yourself or cut and paste it into a 

document.  

On campus go to Cite Them Right and you will be automatically logged on. To login off campus go 

to Cite Them Right (off Campus). You will be asked to go via your home institution and then to log 

in with your University login and password.  

 

What is academic misconduct? 

Academic misconduct refers to any form of academic cheating.  

Please note that if you use any proof-reading services, this may be subject to academic 

misconduct. You are therefore advised to make use of services offered by UAL only. 

For guidance on how to avoid academic misconduct, please refer to the information provided on 

the UAL website, which can be accessed here. 

 

Acknowledgements 

You must acknowledge any support from within UAL. This might include:  

UAL Language Support  

UAL Dyslexia / Disability Service 

LCF Academic Support  

https://academicsupportonline.arts.ac.uk/user/login?destination=/
mailto:studysupport@fashion.arts.ac.uk
https://www.citethemrightonline.com/
http://arts.ac.libguides.com/citethemright
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/academic-regulations/student-regulations/referencing-and-academic-misconduct
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LCF Writer in Residence 

 

You must also acknowledge any support, such as tutoring, that you have received during the 

research and writing of your assignment.  

For example: 

“In the writing of this essay I have received assistance from…” 

Please note: if you do not acknowledge support you have received, this constitutes academic 

misconduct. 

 

You should include the following statement with all work that is submitted for assessment: 

“I, your name, certify that this is an original piece of work. I have acknowledged all sources and 

citations. No section of this essay has been plagiarised.” 

Please note: plagiarism forms part of academic misconduct (see information above).  

 

Self-plagiarism / submitting the same piece of work for more than one assignment  

It is important to understand that “Deliberately submitting the same piece of work for assessment 

for more than one assignment” is classed as academic misconduct at UAL. This is because you 

have already received academic credit for the work. Therefore, you must not resubmit work for 

another unit, in whole or in part, if the work has already been assessed at UAL or elsewhere, for 

academic credit or an award. 

 

What happens if I fail a piece of work or miss the deadline? 

 
The UAL Student Guide to Failure and Retrieval provides useful information on:  

What happens if you fail a piece of work or miss a deadline; 

What to do if you are ill or have other extenuating circumstances; 

How to avoid plagiarism in your work; 

What to do if you want to appeal an exam board decision. 

The Course Regulations webpage provides an overview of all the key regulations for your course. 

 

Retrieval 

If you fail a unit, or fail to submit work by the agreed deadline, the Exam Board will usually allow 

you to ‘retrieve’ that failure through a ‘referral’ or ‘deferral’ opportunity.   

Unit grades for reassessment remain uncapped for this academic year. You will only be allowed a 

resubmission attempt once (unless you have validated extenuating circumstances).  

Please note that if you are retaking any units you are not permitted a further retake. 

 

 Referral is where you will be asked to resubmit work for assessment. This will be capped by the 

examination board at D- for the unit OR Pass for a Pass / Fail unit. This regulation has been 

removed for the 2020/21 academic Year and you will no longer be capped for a resubmission. 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0030/179733/Student-Guide-to-Failure-and-Retrieval-2019-20-PDF-712KB.pdf
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/academic-regulations/course-regulations
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 Deferral is when there are extenuating circumstances that have been accepted by the exam board; 

 Any deferral work submitted will be uncapped as if for the first time and without penalty, and 
you can receive the full range of marks. 

Further information on Assessment Submissions and Failure and Retrieval can be found in the 

UAL Student Guides that can be accessed on the UAL Assessment website here. 

 

New Assessment and Project Brief: you must check your student portal under 

myAssessments for information and then refer to Moodle for the details of the new assessment 

you have been set, the deadline, and the member of staff you are required to contact for a referral 

tutorial. 

  

Original Assessment and Project Brief: if you are asked to resubmit the original assessment, 

please note this information can be found in this unit handbook on page 1. 

 

It is your responsibility to contact your Referral Officer/Course Leader to take up the offer of any 

referral / deferral tutorial. You should contact your Course Leader if you are unsure of what you 

are required to do. 

 

Student Portal myAssessments 

Log in to your student portal with the details below: 

Username: the same as your UAL network login; 

Password: the same as your UAL network password. 

 

If you are having problems logging in to your student portal, please contact the registry helpdesk 

team on studentsystemshelp@arts.ac.uk  

 

Please note that it is your responsibility to check your portal for confirmation that you have passed 

all units required, or whether you have further work to complete. 

 

 

 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/academic-regulations/course-regulations/assessment
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsits.arts.ac.uk%2Furd%2Fsits.urd%2Frun%2Fsiw_lgn&data=02%7C01%7Cc.lomas%40fashion.arts.ac.uk%7C1de3a2b10b534fd0b88208d7b6bf7225%7C8c6429c4167f477bb8cb77ee82758d11%7C0%7C0%7C637178805674674360&sdata=n1PD1vAQe%2BduEw%2BcTszoCVDuLaGWusSf%2B0LaDZ3DHpo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:studentsystemshelp@arts.ac.uk

