Name: Margaret Wince

Infant/Toddler Unit
Group Characteristics: Infants/Toddlers (6 mos. to 2.5 years)
Infant/Toddler Unit
Theme: Colors
· Home/School Connection: List 5 ways you will build effective partnerships with families through this particular thematic unit including how you will communicate with families and involve them in meaningful ways.  Think particularly about this young age group and what would make sense for this age. Then write 1 brief paragraph backing up your choices using your Bredekamp textbook chapter on this topic.
·  Parents will receive an opening letter/ email to introduce their newest thematic unit of color. Songs and tips will be given for parents to stay involved in their learning.

· Parents will be invited via remind app as well as sent lyrics and a copy of all activities to share with their children.
·  Parents will also be asked to help their children identify colored objects at home to bring into the class to allow them to make connections at home and at school by implementing a scavenger hunt for blue at home.
· Staying in constant communication with parents is also crucial in student’s success. During the thematic unit and all others, communication both in person and phone meetings will be held to discuss the student’s goals.
· Parents will be invited to partake in the nature walk as well as color celebration with their children to share the learning experience.
According to Bredekamp, family centered learning supports young children’s growth, confidence and connections to the world. (Bredekamp, 2017 pg.98) By having students work with parents on identifying colored objects at home, parents are helping children make connections through their personal life. By sending home letters, emails and even phone calls about their young children’s education also keeps open communications parents need to feel involved and respected in their child’s learning process. Accoring to Bredekamp, giving families the necessary materials such as newsletters and constant communication skills, it allows families to create connections with their children and extend their learning. It also provides the families with information on what their child will be learning. (Bredekamp, 2017, pg.88)
· Cultural Connection: List 4 ways you will ensure you are teaching in a culturally and linguistically appropriate way and creating culturally responsive learning goals through this particular thematic unit. Think particularly about this young age group and what would make sense for this age Then write 1 brief paragraph backing up your choices using your Bredekamp textbook chapter on this topic.
· I will ask families to complete a survey that incorporates their traditions and cultures. This allows me to better understand families as well as get a sense of what they can share and celebrate with the class. I will also be asking parents willingness to partake in classroom activities as well as a sign up sheet for celebration and guest speaking.

· I will invite families to come in for breakfast in the classroom to partake in breakfast around the world where students and families try different home dishes of the cultures shown in the classroom.
· I will invite guest speakers of families to discuss the colors of their native flags as well as learning the names of colors in different languages native to the families of the classroom.
· I will work closely with parents as well as children to work towards a common goal by staying in constant communication via remind app as well as sending home the introduction letter as well as copies of all activities. All work will be translated for families to do with their children.
According to Bredekamp, taking in children’s cultural backgrounds into consideration greatly enhances curriculum and learning outcomes. Modeling language and actions is important for a culturally responsive classroom. When teaching toddlers songs, students should be engaging with peers and adults to imitate words and actions through song. (Bredekamp, 2017 pg.132) For my activity for the color green, I chose a nature walk for teachers and parents to be able to participate in activities with children to enhance curriculum and language through shared activities. A culturally responsive classroom should also often be student led. For example, throughout the week of color, students should be bringing in objects from home as well as pointing out objects of interest in the classroom. Parents will be invited to join the nature walk to make home and classroom connections for the students. This allows students to be engaged in their learning as well as make connections between their lives inside and outside the classroom.

· Write an introductory letter to families for your unit here. Pay careful attention to the age of the children and how that might affect what you include.
Dear Families,

Our unit for the next week is “Learn Every Day about Colors.” Your child will explore the colors in his/her community, home, and many other places. He/she will learn the names of the primary and secondary colors.

Your child will talk about his/her favorite color as well as sing songs about colors. He/she will be encouraged to notice and name the many colors that are a part of the classroom and school environment. 

To enhance your child’s color learning, please dress he/she in

· Red- Monday

· Green –Tuesday (Nature Walk; all parents welcome)

· Purple- Wednesday

· Blue – Thursday

· Favorite Color ( - Friday

Here are some activities we have planned:

Art Center: Experiment with the color blue through finger painting. 

Fine Motor Center: Sort and match colored pom-poms to colorful tubes.

Discovery Science Center: Examine and discuss the color green; create collections of green objects found in nature, such as leaves, rocks, and flowers; and sort yarn circles by color, from lightest to darkest. 

Sensory Motor Center: Experiment with shaving cream and food coloring to create the color purple.

Literacy Center: Read Red Barn, Red Fire Truck by Jaime Grimes and red coloring activity. At home you can:

· Read the book about colors to your child.

· Go on a rainbow hunt in the house.

· Look outside for colorful things.

· Find 10 different colorful things in your home.

We are very excited about the activities we have planned. As always, thank you for sharing your child with us. Please don’t hesitate to call or email with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Ms. Wince

