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Chapter 13
ALLOCATION OF SCARCE MEDICAL RESOURCES

Allocation and Access

Allocation -distribution of available 
health resources.

Access- whether people who 
need health care receive it

Examples: Allocation and 
Access

Many children are without health 
care.

Prenatal care is unaffordable for 
the uninsured.

Elderly people have problems -
health care and paying for rx

Examples: Allocation and 
Access

Medicare is inadequate.

many have no supplemental

Access is often geographical in 
nature.

Concierge Medical Services

Also known as “premier medical 
services”

$$$$- purchase any needed 
service

24 hr access to provider and 
prompt results

Medical Technology

 Innovations- ideas that were once  
impossible.

Organ transplantation

New drugs for anxiety

Reconstructive surgery
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Politics, Economics, Ethics

State legislation has tried to address 
health-care allocation.

Oregon-1st rationing health care

Massachusetts required all to have 
insurance –paid if income <9500

Advancing medical technology- affordable 
health care beyond some.

Macroallocation

Distribution decisions are made by 
large groups

Congress

State legislature

Health ins. carriers 

Example of macroallocation

DRGs

Microallocation

Distribution decisions are made 
by small groups or individuals

Providers

Local hospital policies-deciding 
who will get flu vaccine when 
supplies low

Systems for Decision Making in 
Allocation of Scarce Resources

System 1 identifies 3 possible ways

1.Combination-criteria systems

 capacity to benefit

ability to contribute 

life expectancy

their contribution to society

 drug addict or brain surgeon

Systems for Decision Making in 
Allocation of Scarce Resources

2. Random-selection-lottery

3. No-treatment-if all cant be 
treated none will

Systems for Decision Making in 
Allocation of Scarce Resources 
(cont.)

System II has 5 principles

To everyone 

An equal share

Individual needs

Individual efforts

Contributions to society

Abilities and merit
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AMA Ethical View

The AMA Council on Ethical & 
Judicial Affairs supports ethically 
appropriate criteria

Quality of life

Benefit and duration of benefit

Urgency of need

The future

Will clients with unhealthy 
lifestyles pay higher premiums?

smoking

alcoholism

obesity

Access/Allocation Influences

Many influences affect access 
and allocation.

Economics

Geographic location

Availability of health-care 
professionals

Politics

Insurance coverage
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