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Chapter 15

Reproductive Issues

Reproductive Issues and
Rights

» Mostly impact females

»\women's reproductive rights
=bioethical debates.

Female Genital Mutilation
(FGM)

= Four types
»removal of clitoris
»removal of labia
= |nfibulation-seal vagina

®» Pricking, piercing, scraping,

or cauterizing the genitals
»|llegal in the United States

Fertility Awareness Method
(FAM)

= “natural” method

» Abstain during ovulation

=»Requires
» Accurate recordkeeping
»Regular menstrual cycle
= Cooperation of male

Over-the-Counter
Contraception

®»NO rx

= |ncludes
»Condoms
»Sponges
»Spermicides

> Prescription Contraception

»|ncludes
»Birth control pills
»Patches
= Rings
®»|njections
»|ntrauterine devices (IUDs)
» Diaphragms
= Caps/shields




Emergency Confraception

» “Morning-after pill”-5 days
»Prevents or delays ovulation
= Blocks fertilization

»Keeps fertilized egg from
implanting

»Does not affect pregnancy

Abortion

»Termination of pregnancy
before fetus viable

»premature exit of the products
of conception (fetus, fetal
membranes, and placenta)
from the uterus.

» Miscarriage-spontaneous

Methods of Abortion

» Medication

» RU486
» Menstrual extraction
»Suction or curettage
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Sterilization

= World’s most popular form of
birth control

» Women—tubal ligatfion
=»Men—vasectomy

Abortion Laws

» 1973 U.S. Supreme: Court Roe
v Wade

» 1976 U.S. Supreme Court-
spouse and parents no
»states may regulate

» 1977 US. Supreme Court-
states —-no Medicaid $
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Methods of Abortion (cont.)

»D&E or D&X
»Saline injection
= Hysterotomy
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“Global Gag” Rule

®» Blocks U.S. funds to international
family planning groups that offer
abortion and abortion counseling

= |n effect twice -rescinded both
= Not in effect at this time
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Fetal Development

»Spermatozoon + ovum
» 7ygote-Mitosis

» Blastocyst-6" day
»Embryo-through 8 weeks
»Fetus- 8 weeks to birth

Fetal Development (cont.)

» 8th week—~brain activity

» | 6th week—development of
all organ systems

»21- week 6 days -viable
» 24th week—surfactant formed
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When Does Life Begin?

= Conception

= Brain function-8wks

» Quickening-life — 14-16éwks
= Viability-21-22wks

= Birth

Assisted Reproduction

= Artificial insemination
= |n vitro fertilization
= Surrogacy
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> Artificial Insemination

» (AlH)-arfificial insemination by
partner (1UI)

» (AID)-artificial insemination by
donor
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In vitro Fertilization

» “Fertilization in glass”
»Process

= Fertilization of an ovum in a
culture dish

» | mplanted into uterus
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Surrogacy

= Potential options

»Sperm injected into
surrogate to fertilize her egg
»Retrieve egg, inseminated

by partner, fransferred to
surrogate

= Donor sperm + donor egg
fransferred to surrogate

Access to Reproductive
Services

»Procedure availability
»Procedure costs
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Professional Protocol

» Jnderstand feelings, beliefs.
»within the law.

»gccurate medical knowledge
of any procedure.

= QObtain written, informed
consent.

Professional Protocol (cont.)

»Provide counseling.
mRefer if needed.

»Keep records confidential.
»Seek legal counsel

®»Be compassionate.
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