Reading into Writing: An Introduction to the Assessment

Look at the following statement and decide whether you agree or disagree and why.

Anyone can be an artist. Do you agree or disagree with this claim?

In the Reading to Writing Exam you have to read two different texts related to the topic in the question.
· You need to summarise and compare the views of the two writers.
· You also need to give your own views.


Look at the sample question below

Identity Project - Art & Design Pathway
Reading into Writing Assessment
For this assessment you will read two short texts about the ability to become an artist.
Using the two texts below, write a response to the following:
Anyone can become an artist
Give your response to this question in no more than 400 words
You will be marked on the following:
· Your ability to structure your essay clearly into paragraphs with an introduction and a conclusion.
· Use of linking words
· Use of language to express your opinion
· Ability to paraphrase
· Ability to use in-text citation



TEXT 1: Robert Cook, 2018, Artist & illustrator, History of Art Lecturer, Art Director (adapted)
No, just as not everyone can be a doctor, architect or millionaire. Three essential things make up an artist; skill, natural talent, and creativity. Skills can be taught; you are either born with talent or not; but to be a great artist takes great creativity. That means introducing something into art to help move it forward.
It is easier to explain by using an example. A chemist can teach some skills to an assistant, skills the chemist learned as a student. The assistant may acquire great knowledge of the drugs available on the market, their limitations, possible side effects etc. But it is the chemist who is the one who through research finds new drugs to combat illness. The chemist may work eight hours a day for years and not find the answer, but later their research, together with new findings, may result in a cure.
It is the same with an artist. Creativity is like research ability. We are all trying to find perfection and although we may never find it, if we do, we will certainly need skill, talent and creativity. And not everyone has the necessary creativity.

TEXT 2: Ray Alez, 2014, Startup Founder, Web Developer, Writer (adapted)
Yes, absolutely. You can learn art just like any other skill. The belief in being gifted or talented has absolutely no rational reason behind it. There is no special DNA for being a great painter just as there is no DNA for being a great pilot or a great doctor.
Nobody was ever born with the ability to paint well. Every artist failed at first and then got better with practice. Every famous artist had to learn at some point. People who do not understand how art works surround it with an air of mystery and perpetuate unreasonable beliefs. 
If you want to become an artist, take some courses, read books, watch YouTube videos, and practice. You will be bad at first, then you will get better, then you will become excellent. Even if you did not feel talented at the beginning, people will think that you have talent after you become good. In fact, it will have nothing to do with talent - just focus, practice, experience, and thought.

Steps to follow:
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[bookmark: _Hlk104214458]Read text 1 and complete the table below with your ideas

	Writer’s tone
	

	Thesis
	

	One sentence summary
	

	Position
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Copy and paste the main points from text 1 below and then try to paraphrase the ideas.










Now repeat the same steps for text 2

Complete the table below with your ideas

	Writer’s tone
	

	Thesis
	

	One sentence summary
	

	Position
	

	
	




Copy and paste the main points from text 2 below and then try to paraphrase the ideas.










How to structure your essay 
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Time to practice:

You are now ready to write your answer to the question.
I will send you a link to the document.
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Reading

* What do you do next, after reading for gist?

Read the texts again, more carefully.

- the main points of their argument.
Summarise/paraphrase the main points of their argument that you
could use to reinforce your thesis.
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Conclusion: 2/3 sentences;

- Summarise the key points: In conclusion, We have seen how....
- Give a final decision based on your opinion: However, on balance, | would say that...

(o2
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Introduction

* In pairs, write an introduction to this question:

“ as well as your own knowledge, write a
response to the question:

Anyone can be an artist

- Cook (2018)
-Alez (2014)
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Paragraph Structure

Topic sentence:
Main idea that runs through the whole paragraph.

Quote/Paraphrase:

Analysis of quote based on your opinion:
Your opinion and analysis
- Reference to another quote from the text

Link back to topic sentence / to essay question:
This shows how...
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Recap: Procedure

1. Read and understand essay question: start thinking about your
opinion.
2. Read the texts for gist: what is the writer’s argument?

3. Read for specific main points: -and copy down in your own
words.

4. Decide on your essay structure and write your plan: Intro, 2
paragraphs with two distinct points, conclusion.

5. Write your essay: remember to develop your points.

6. Read it back. Mistakes? Does it make sense? Does it follow a clear
argument?
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Reading
* What do you do next, after understanding the question?

Quickly read through the texts for ‘gist’ understanding:

What is the writer’s tone?

What is their thesis?

How would you summarise the writer’s argument in one sentence?
Does their argument support/oppose the essay question?
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First thing’s first

* What'’s the first thing you should do when you receive the exam
paper?

Read and understand the question!
Before reading the texts, take a moment to think about your opinion.
Write a few quick notes about your perspective.




